THE BOOK OF NAHUM

INTRODUCTION:

1.A message of destruction, directed to Assyria (the greatest military power of the day), and its Capital City, Nineveh.

2.TITLE / AUTHOR: NAHUM (“COMFORT”): This BOOK was a message of consolation to Judah (1:13, 15) -- The Northern Kingdom of Israel had already been swallowed up by Assyria.

3.DATE: 625-612 BC.

4.CONTEXT: See 2Kg 21:1-18; 2Ch 33:1-20.

5.CONTEMPORARY PROPHETS: Jeremiah; Habakkuk; Zephaniah.

6.This BOOK should be studied in relation to the Book of JONAH (both were concerned with Nineveh).

a.Nahum prophesied about 140 years after Nineveh had repented under the preaching of Jonah.

b.The Ninevites had now reverted back to idolatry and brutality; They had overthrown Israel, and plundered many nations; They were at the very height of their power.

7.There was mercy a century before, but there would be no escape now, for their cup of wickedness was full.

a.Unlike the people of Nineveh in Jonah’s day, 140 years earlier, there now was no sign of repentance.

b.“Though God will forgive sin repented of, He will not condone sin 
persisted in.” -- J. Sidlow Baxter.

c.Now: Their day of grace was past; This BOOK is “Nineveh’s Death-Song” - 1:3a.

d.Shortly after Nahum’s prophecy, the mighty empire was conquered by the Babylonians; Assyria never again rose to power.

1.NINEVEH’S DESTRUCTION DECLARED -- CHAPTER 1 -- PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S DISPLEASURE -- WHAT GOD 
WILL DO: CERTAINTY OF THE OVERTHROW.

A.DISPOSITION OF THE JUDGE, Verses 1-8 (God is unsparing in His attitude toward evil).

Verse 1, BURDEN: A load (of warning) to be lifted up by Nahum.

Verse 2, Because of His righteousness, Jehovah is a God of vengeance when it is necessary.

Verse 3, He is also characterized by patience and by power; The message of Nahum now centered on God’s vengeance upon the impenitent.

Verses 4-6, The Mighty Power Of God cannot be escaped -- Compare Rom 12:19.

Verses 7-8, The Absolute Justice Of God is seen in:

a.Verse 7 -- His Goodness, and . . . 

b.Verse 8 -- His Severity.

B.DECREE AGAINST NINEVEH, Verses 9-14.

1.Assyria, under Sennacherib, had invaded Judah the last time in the reign of Hezekiah.

2.Between that time and the fall of Nineveh (608 BC), Nahum wrote this BOOK, with Verses 9-15 perhaps having emphasis on that last invasion.

Verse 9, God is holy and just, and Nineveh stood condemned because of its sins.

Verse 10, They would experience the wrath of God in the form of a complete overthrow.

Verses 11-12a, Beginning here the prophecy concentrates on God’s wrath against the cruel wickedness of Nineveh: They had been spared till now, but there would be no further delay.

Verses 12b-13, This seems to be a parenthesis addressed to Judah.

Verse 14, Assyria’s cruelty was to end suddenly; Her power was useless against Almighty God.

C.DELIVERANCE OF JUDAH, Verse 15.

1.A message of comfort to Judah: The threat of Assyrian invasion was soon to be over.

2.Premillennial speculation says this is a “Future age when some messenger will herald a millennium of peace on earth.”
3.But Isa 52:7 uses the same imagery for preaching the Gospel (quoted by Paul in Rom 10:15 -- The apostle’s application of the prophet’s language cancels the Premillennial error).

2.NINEVEH’S DESTRUCTION DESCRIBED -- CHAPTER 2 -- PREDICTION OF NINEVEH’S DOOM -- HOW GOD WILL DO IT: SIEGE, CAPTURE AND OVERTHROW OF THE CITY.

A.DESCRIPTION OF THE INVASION, Verses 1-7.

1.Speculation says: “This is still a future time -- It is the Battle of Armageddon.”

2.NAHUM said he is talking about the destruction of Nineveh (that took place in 608 BC); It is NOT in the future.

3.So Verse 5a is not selecting rulers for a millennial age; The context is the fall of Nineveh.

4.The siege is described in vivid language (“HUZZAB” in Verse 7 is rendered “SHE” in the New King James Version).

5.The storming warriors and chariots can almost be seen and heard as they pour into the City.

6.A raging battle in the streets: The Ninevites flee in terror; The invading Babylonians plunder and burn the City.

B.DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY, Verses 8-13.

Verses 8-10, Nineveh’s measure of iniquity was filled up -- The fire of God’s indignation was to cut them off forever; Material things in which they placed confidence were gone!
Verses 11-13, The City would never be rebuilt.

a.At the time Nahum wrote, Nineveh was the Queen City of the earth, mighty and arrogant, with great wealth stolen from other nations.

b.Destruction was so complete that many thought this history was only a myth until the vast ruins (including the king’s palace, and a library of thousands of volumes) were uncovered by archaeologists in 1845 AD.

c.Compare Zeph 2:13-15.

3.NINEVEH’S DESTRUCTION DESERVED -- CHAPTER 3 -- PORTRAIT OF NINEVEH’S DOWNFALL -- WHY GOD WILL DO IT: WICKEDNESS WHICH PROVOKED OVERTHROW.

NOTE: Nahum closes this brief BOOK of Judgment with God’s reasons for Nineveh’s coming overthrow.

A.THE INIQUITY OF NINEVEH, Verses 1-7.

1.The BLOODY CITY was full of cruelty and corruption.

2.Homer Hailey (COMMENTARY ON THE MINOR PROPHETS, page 251) quotes Farrar’s description of their character: “Judged from the vaunting inscriptions of her kings, no power more useless, more savage, more terrible, ever cast its gigantic shadow on the page of history as it passed on the way to ruin.  The kings of Assyria tormented the miserable world.  They exult to record how ‘space failed for corpses’; how unsparing a destroyer is their goddess Ishtar; how they flung away the bodies of soldiers like so much clay; how they made pyramids of human heads; how they burned cities; how they filled populous lands with death and devastation; how they reddened broad deserts with carnage of warriors; how they scattered whole countries with the corpses of their defenders as with chaff; how they impaled ‘heaps of men’ on stakes, and strewed the mountains and choked rivers with dead bones; how they cut off the hands of kings and nailed them on the walls, and left their bodies to rot with bears and dogs on the entrance gates of cities; how they employed nations of captives in making brick in fetters; how they cut down warriors like weeds, or smote them like wild beasts in the forest, and covered pillars with the flayed skins of rival monarchs.”
3.This is the vivid picture of a bloody and vile city passing into oblivion: Prancing horses, cracking whips, rattling wheels, racing chariots, flashing swords, great heaps of dead bodies -- History and archaeology show it happened just this way.

B.THE ILLUSTRATION OF NO (“No-Amon”; or “Thebes”), Verses 
8-11; Just as Assyria had crushed the Egyptian Capital City of Thebes (“NO”), so Assyria’s Capital of Nineveh was going to be destroyed by the Babylonians.

C.THE INEVITABILITY OF NINEVEH’S FALL, Verses 12-19; Desolation was to come as punishment for sin.

Verses 12-18, The City was so well fortified that defeat seemed impossible, but none of its vast resources could deter Divine judgment.

Verse 19, The fall of the BLOODY CITY would be news (“BRUIT” 
in the KJV) of great joy to the world (especially to Judah); The terrible brutality was at last to be stopped.

**NAHUM IN THREE WORDS:

Destruction Of Nineveh.

**CONTRIBUTION OF THE BOOK OF NAHUM TO THE BIBLE:

1.Along with JONAH, this BOOK illustrates Jehovah’s way of dealing with nations -- Prolonging the day of Grace if there is repentance, but finally visiting punishment upon sin.  Let all nations and all people take a long and thoughtful look at Nineveh.

2.Nahum shows that the character qualities of humility and penitence do not necessarily reproduce themselves in successive generations of a nation, a family, or the church.

3.Apostasy is never more than one untaught generation away (we must never take for granted that everybody knows about “the issues,” “instrumental music,” or other critical matters).

4.The responsibility of ALL Christians is to teach so as to bring intelligent faith -- See the following passages:

a.Deu 6:6-7 (Parents);

b.Ac 20:28 (Elders);

c.2Ti 4:2 (Preachers);

d.2Ti 2:2 (Every Christian).

**CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF NAHUM:

1.There are no direct Messianic prophecies (The BOOK is not quoted in the New Testament).

2.It shows that the Divine Nature is balanced: To believe in His love is to be sure of His wrath - Heb 1:9.

3.His prolonged grace shows the depth of His love - Heb 2:9.

THE DAY OF GRACE WILL NOT LAST;

IT IS NOW!

Heb 3:15; Acts 2:38

