THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL

INTRODUCTION:

1.AUTHOR: Ezekiel - 1:1-3; The first person is used throughout.

2.He was an Exilic Prophet / Priest, being taken captive about half way through Jeremiah’s work.  His name means “God Strengthens.”

a.In 606 BC the first captives were taken, Daniel included.

b.In 597 BC the second group included Ezekiel (So Daniel had been there about nine years; And he was now in a position of prominence in the Babylonian Empire).

3.CONTEXT: See 2Kg 24:8-25:30; 2Ch 36:9-21.

4.DATE: Ezekiel prophesied about twenty-two years among the Jewish exiles in Babylon during the last days of Judah’s decline and the first few years of the Captivity -- 592 BC to 570 BC; Perhaps the Book was completed about 565 BC.

5.THEME: Glory Of The Lord (This theme is emphasized by God’s Words: “THEY SHALL KNOW THAT I AM JEHOVAH”).

a.As with ISAIAH and JEREMIAH, the message of this BOOK is 
two-fold: Condemnation and Consolation.  Ezekiel was a great 
man who had a difficult task in trying to teach these people.

1)They needed to know that God’s Judgment would come upon Jerusalem, and the Exile would not be brief.

2)After Jerusalem fell, Ezekiel comforted them by assuring them of God’s covenant promise of future blessings.

b.God’s purpose through judgment and blessing alike was that His people would come to know that He is the Lord; The sum is: “THEY SHALL KNOW THAT I AM JEHOVAH” (These words appear about sixty-two times in the Book of EZEKIEL).

1.JUDAH’S FALL -- CHAPTERS 1-24: GLOOMY PASSAGES 
PREDICTING JUDGMENT.

A.EZEKIEL’S PREPARATION AND COMMISSION -- CHAPTERS 1-3.

Chapter 1, Vision of God’s glory, Verses 1b, 4-28.

a.The WHIRLWIND and FIRE seem to refer to judgment (Babylon was coming upon Jerusalem by way of the north).

b.The LIVING CREATURES seem to be the living creatures who guarded the Gate of Eden, and who are seen in the Book of Revelation guarding the Throne in Heaven.  This is not a literal description (The word “likeness” is used ten times, and the word “appearance” is used fifteen times).

1)The FOUR FACES perhaps are the greatest strength (LION), the meekest service (OX), the fullest intelligence (MAN), and the highest heavenliness (EAGLE).

2)FOUR WINGS and HANDS suggest capacity for full service.

3)The STRAIGHT course (Verse 12) indicates there will be no turning from God’s will.

4)COALS OF FIRE probably represent holiness.

5)LIGHTNING FLASHES show swiftness of action.

c.The WHEEL WITHIN A WHEEL perhaps symbolizes God’s 
ability to move any direction without turning (cf Jas 1:17); 
Thus He can be anywhere at any time, and from Him comes universal rule and judgment.

d.All of this may be intended to show that nothing happens on earth of which God is not aware; That He permits what happens; And that He will know all details which will be considered in making ultimate correction of all wrongs.

e.Then Ezekiel saw glory, the likeness of a throne, and a rainbow; He heard a voice; All this showing there will be Divine judg-ment, but it will be tempered by Everlasting Mercy; All of this caused Ezekiel to fall on his face.

Chapter 2, Ezekiel is called.

a.He is filled with the Spirit, given Divine commission to go to rebellious people to speak the Word of God, Verses 1-4.

b.The people will know that a prophet has been among them, whether they listen or not, Verses 5-7.

c.Ezekiel is warned he is being called to a life of hardship and persecution because of his teaching (which teaching is outlined, Verse 10). 

Chapter 3, Ezekiel was to eat God’s message (digest it so it would become a part of himself), Verse 1.

a.He ate, and God’s Word was sweet in his mouth (So that he felt joy at his responsibility), Verse 3b.

b.The people would not listen, Verse 7.

c.But Ezekiel was responsible for their condition until he had warned them, Verses 15-21.

d.His name (Ezekiel) means GOD STRENGTHENS, and he was strengthened for this great work, Verses 8-9 (Someone said he was a hard-headed preacher!) 

B.EZEKIEL’S SIGNS AND SERMONS -- CHAPTERS 4-7. (In Babylon, before the fall of Jerusalem, Ezekiel had to try to convince the peo-ple that the City was doomed and their Captivity would not be brief).

Chapter 4, The sign of the tile, with a picture on it of Jerusalem under siege; As a sign of the famine and distress to come upon the Jews, Ezekiel was to eat repulsive bread and sleep on only one side for 390 days, Verses 1-8.

Chapter 5, Ezekiel was to shave his head as a symbolic action showing the fate of the Jews, Verses 1-2, 5-6, 12.

Chapter 6, Prophecy against the mountains of Israel, showing destruction and desolation to come because of spiritual adultery; But through this punishment the Jews would come to know that Jehovah is God, Verses 1-2, 5, 7, 10.

Chapter 7, Judah finally coming to a pathetic end because of the sin of the people, Verses 1-4, 25, 27.

C.VISION OF GOD’S DEPARTING GLORY -- CHAPTERS 8-11.

Chapter 8, Ezekiel is transported by vision to Jerusalem, Verses 
1-3; Where God shows him the abominations of idol worship, even in the Temple, Verses 6, 10, 16.

Chapter 9, Vision -- Slaying idolaters among the Jews, Verses 8-10.

Chapter 10, Visions of the altar fire scattered over Jerusalem, with the cherubims of Chapter One superintending the destruction, Verses 1-2, 20; The Glory of Jehovah now leaves the Temple, Verse 18.

Chapter 11, Vision of wrath against the lying princes, Verses 2-4, 12; Promise of future restoration of the exiles (Humbled, purified, and cured of idolatry), Verses 17, 20; Glory of Jehovah now leaves the City, Verse 23.

D.SIGNS, SERMONS, AND PARABLES OF JUDGMENT -- 
CHAPTERS 12-24.

Chapter 12, Destruction is surely coming because of Jerusalem’s unbelief, Verse 2; Captivity is near, Verse 25.

Chapter 13, Prophecy against the lying prophets who were telling the people “Peace!”, Verses 1-3, 8, 16, 22-23.

Chapter 14, The elders (and we too?) will hear what they want to hear, Verses 1-5; The land to be made desolate, but a remnant of the people to be spared, Verses 22-23.

Chapter 15, Vision of the vine that was useless for fruit or wood, and fit only for fuel; Just so, Jerusalem was no longer fit for anything but burning, Verse 6.

Chapter 16, Judah was the bride, God was the Groom.

a.He gave her fine things, Verse 13.

b.But she was unfaithful, Verses 15, 20-21, 26-27, 32.

c.God was going to leave her to her lovers, Verses 37-41.

d.But God will remember His covenant with Judah, and will establish an everlasting covenant, Verse 60. 

Chapter 17, Parable of great eagles (Babylon / Egypt), Verses 1-12.

a.Prophecy about Zedekiah (This prophecy was fulfilled five years later), Verses 13-21.

b.Promise of better things to come (This has been fulfilled in the Messiah and the New Covenant), Verses 22-24. 

Chapter 18, People trying to lay blame on ancestors, but judgment is personal, Verses 1-2, 9, 18-21, 27; Then there is a plea to the wicked people to repent, Verses 29-32.

Chapter 19, A lamentation for the princes of Israel, Verse 1 (in the form of a parable of the lioness and her whelps, representing David’s Family which was overthrown when the kings were taken into Captivity), Verses 13-14.

Chapter 20, Jehovah is going to punish these rebellious and 
idolatrous people, Verses 6-8.

a.But it is only after He has been long-suffering and given them every opportunity to repent for having corrupted His worship and dishonored His Name.

b.Note Verses 23-26, “When people despise God’s laws, He gives them over to their own perverse laws which they enact to their own destruction” -- Jay Bowman. 

Chapter 21, A prophecy against the land of Israel.

a.God was about to unsheath His sword against them, Verse 3.

b.There would be no more king for them until the Messiah later came, Verses 26-27 (Zedekiah was the son of Coniah, but he had no RIGHT to the throne - cf Jer 22:24-30).

Chapter 22, A list of sins of wickedness and immorality which made Jerusalem a bloody City, Verses 2 and following.

a.Parable of the dross in the furnace, Verse 22.

b.No good people could be found, Verses 30-31. 

Chapter 23, Parable of two adulterous sisters who represent Samaria and Jerusalem (Israel and Judah), Verses 4, 9, 11, 
36-38; Judah was being destroyed by her illegitimate lovers, Verse 49.

Chapter 24, The day of the beginning of the destruction has finally come (God’s prophecies never fail).

a.The parable of the boiling pot, Verses 1-3 (Following Verses show how horrible the siege would be).

b.Ezekiel’s wife died the first day of the siege, Verses 15-18 (God’s wife also died that day).

c.Ezekiel’s wife is not to be mourned, as a type and a symbol of the tragedy of Jerusalem, Verse 24. 

2.JUDAH’S FOES -- CHAPTERS 25-32: NEIGHBORING 
HEATHEN COUNTRIES ARE NEXT IN LINE FOR 
DESTRUCTION; EZEKIEL PROPHESIES JUDGMENT 
OF THOSE NATIONS IN A CLOCKWISE CIRCUIT 
AROUND JUDAH.

A.JUDGMENT ON SURROUNDING NATIONS -- CHAPTERS 25-28.

Chapter 25, Prophecy against Ammon, Moab, Edom, Philistia -- There was to be utter destruction, Verse 17.

Chapter 26, An amazing prophecy of judgment:

a.That God would send Tyre into oblivion, Verses 1-2, 21.

1)Many nations to come against Tyre, Verse 3.

2)They were to break the City apart, Verse 4a.

3)Dust would be scraped from Tyre until nothing was left but a bare rock, Verse 4b.

4)God said her stones, timbers, and soil would be laid in the waters, Verse 12.

5)To become a place for fishermen to spread nets, Verse 14.

b.Shortly after this prophecy, Nebuchadnezzar led a thirteen-year siege against Tyre (587-574 BC); The main-land City was destroyed, and the people escaped by fleeing out to an island about a half mile away, where they rebuilt.

c.The City existed on the island until 332 BC when Alexander the Great came against Tyre and overcame the obstacle which had stalled Nebuchadnezzar (the water between the mainland and the island); He did it by tearing apart the old City and laying its stones, timbers, and topsoil in the sea to build a land bridge to the island, then he destroyed the New City (REMEMBER Ezek 26:12!)

d.The site is still a deserted place for spreading nets.

e.The source of Ezekiel’s knowledge about the future of Tyre was Jehovah: Such predictive prophecies support the claim that all Scripture is God-breathed - 2Ti 3:16.

NOTE: The above (on Chapter 26) was adapted from 
SHELLEY’S NOTES.

Chapter 27, Lamentation for Tyre in the imagery of a great merchant ship about to sink, Verses 1-2, 6-8, 24-25, 33-34.

Chapter 28, Rebuke of the king of Tyre, Verses 1-2, 6-8.

a.Lamentation for the king of Tyre, Verses 12, 18.  (NOTE: Verse 12 shows that Verses 13-19 do not refer to Satan).

b.Prophecy against Sidon, Verses 20-22.

c.Promise of restoration of Jews to Palestine, Verses 25-26.

B.JUDGMENT ON EGYPT -- CHAPTERS 29-32.

Chapter 29, Prophecy against Egypt: Although other nations were to be destroyed, Egypt was to continue to exist, but to be reduced to a place of minor importance, Verse 2, 15 (as predicted, Egypt never recovered its glory as a great power).

Chapter 30, A continuation of the prophecy against Egypt and 
Pharaoh, Verses 4, 8, 22.

Chapter 31, Continuation of the prophecy against Pharaoh: His pride was to be punished, Verses 1-2, 10-11.

Chapter 32, Lamentation for Pharaoh and Egypt, Verses 9-10, 16 (God’s people sympathize with the miseries sinners bring on themselves -- We weep for those who will not weep for their 
own sins).

3.JUDAH’S FUTURE -- CHAPTERS 33-48: JERUSALEM 
NOW DESTROYED, EZEKIEL’S MESSAGE TURNS TO 
THE POSITIVE THEME OF COMFORT AS HE GIVES PROMISES OF FUTURE GLORY (cf 37:21-28).

A.RESTORATION OF THE REMNANT OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL AS THE COMING ONE SPIRITUAL NATION -- CHAPTERS 33-39.

Chapter 33, Jehovah is just in punishing the wicked; News of the 
fall of Jerusalem kills the hope of the Jewish exiles for returning soon, Verse 21 (The word of Jeremiah and Ezekiel has come true; The other prophets are false); The people will not obey Truth, Verse 31.

Chapter 34, Prophecy against the shepherds of Israel who had 
care OF the sheep but did not care FOR them, Verses 1-2, 5-6; Promise of The Messiah and blessings of the New Covenant to come, Verses 11-12, 15, 23-26, 31.

Chapter 35, Prophecy against Mount Seir (Edom, or Idumea), desolation to come, Verses 1-3, 15.

Chapter 36, Message to the mountains of Israel, about the restora-tion of Israel for the glory of God’s Name, Verses 1, 10-11, 23-24.

Chapter 37, Vision of the valley of dry bones shows that God 
could lift Israel from her extreme defeat into national resurrec-
tion, Verses 1-2ff, 10-12; The sign of the two sticks shows that new (spiritual) Israel will be under an everlasting King, Verses 
15-17, 22-24, 26-27; cf Rom 2:28-29 and Gal 3:29.

Chapter 38-39, Ezekiel now looks ahead to the Messiah and the church, as he shows the ultimate triumph of the kingdom of God over the forces of evil; Symbolism is used, as the names of contemporary enemies of the Jews represent powerful enemies the church would have to face in THE LATTER DAYS - 38:1-2, 8,
14-16, 23; 39:12-13, 21-22.

a.The spiritual enemies of God are strong, but they will not be able to overthrow His kingdom - Dan 2:44.

b.To press Russia, carnal Armageddon, etc. into this is to ignore the fulfilling work of Christ - Jn 17:4.

B.NEW ISRAEL AND ITS NEW TEMPLE -- CHAPTERS 40-48: 
(This Spiritual Nation to exist in Divine splendor and under Heaven’s protection.  These Chapters are highly symbolic and very difficult; They perhaps have reference first to the resettlement of Palestine by physical Israel after the Captivity, and second to the settlement of the Kingdom of God by Spiritual Israel (The church - cf Gal 6:16).

Chapter 40-42, Measurement of the parts of the new temple - 40:
1, 3, Detailed description of its priests and their chambers.

Chapter 43, God’s glory to fill the temple, Verses 1-2, 7; Temple 
offerings and services, Verses 18ff.

Chapter 44, Description of, and instructions to, those authorized 
to enter the temple, Verses 5, 9, 15-16ff, 23.

Chapter 45-46, Dividing the land by lot; Instructions concerning the worship, the sacrifices, and the offerings.

Chapter 47, Beautiful description of a life-giving river flowing from the temple, Verses 1, 9, 12 (may be a picture of the blessings of Christ flowing to all who will receive life).

Chapter 48, Dividing of the Land is completed, Verse 29; The City and its gates, Verses 30-34; The presence of God in His City, Verse 35.

**EZEKIEL IN SIX WORDS:

Judah’s Fall; Judah’s Foes; Judah’s Future.

**CONTRIBUTION OF THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL TO THE BIBLE:

1.Gives exact dates for many events, and thus helps in study of the chronology of that era.

2.In highly figurative language Ezekiel uses symbols, parables, and shadowy forms to speak of Christ and the church.

3.Much of the apocalyptic language of the Book of Revelation finds its basis in Ezekiel; One who KNOWS this Book (and the rest of the O.T.) more easily understands Revelation.

4.“THEY SHALL KNOW THAT I AM JEHOVAH” appears about 62 times; Ezekiel’s work seems to have been to explain and justify 
the action of God in causing the Captivity (by the punishment for Judah’s abominations the heathen nations as well as God’s Nation would come to know that Jehovah is God -- History shows that the Captivity cured the Jews of idolatry).

**CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL -- HE IS THE:
1.Twig that becomes a Cedar on a high mountain - 17:22-24.

2.King Who has the right to rule over God’s people - 21:26-27.

3.True Shepherd Who will deliver and feed His flock - 34:11-31.

4.King from David Who reigns in the everlasting covenant - 37:24-27.

**CONCLUSION:

1.Judgment is on an individual basis - 18:20; Rom 14:12.

2.AM I READY?

