THE BOOK OF SECOND CHRONICLES

INTRODUCTION:

1.This BOOK covers the same ground as THE KINGS, except it does not deal with the kings of Israel -- Only those of Judah.

2.It is a Divine editorial on the spiritual features of the dynasty of David; This is a different viewpoint from THE KINGS, with some omissions and additions; It is God’s “Editorial On Judah.”
a.SAMUEL and KINGS give a political history from a prophetic point 
of view; Whereas . . .
b.CHRONICLES then gives a religious history from the priestly point 
of view.

3.The Northern Kingdom (Israel) had no ties with the Temple; THIS BOOK is a priestly view of JUDAH’S history, giving spiritual and moral reasons for its ultimate downfall, with emphasis on the Temple.

4.PURPOSE: To encourage the Jews who had just returned from Babylonian Captivity; They now had no king, but they had the Temple, and therefore they had God.

a.The Temple represented the presence of God, and it was the spiritual link between their past and their future.

b.The BOOK encourages the people to accept the new Temple, 
and reminds them of God’s faithfulness in spite of their low circumstances.

c.The two Books of CHRONICLES may have been the last Old Testament Books written; Certainly they were written late (after return from Exile), and were to cause the people to look back and be impressed with their spiritual heritage.

d.The Temple had been rebuilt (completed about 515 BC), but was being neglected by the people.

e.Religious revival could not happen without a restoration of Temple worship.

5.TITLE: In Hebrew the word “CHRONICLES” means “THE EVENTS OF THE DAYS.”
6.AUTHOR: Jewish traditions says EZRA.

7.DATE: The Book was written about 430 BC.  Chapters 1-9 cover the forty years from 971-931 BC (from the beginning of Solomon’s reign to his death); Chapters 10-36 cover the 393 years from 931-538 BC (from the division of the Kingdom to the decree of Cyrus releasing the Jews from Captivity).

8.These people needed to know why their fathers lost the first Temple, and see their need for faithfulness that they might keep the new one.

9.They needed to know that God was still with them; He brought them back and enabled them to build the Temple; All was not lost -- The glory had departed and they were under control of Gentile powers, but God still had a future for them.

10.Solomon’s glory is seen in Chapters 1-9; Judah’s decline and Captivity is seen in Chapters 10-36.

1.SOLOMON’S GLORY IN HIS FORTY YEAR REIGN -- CHAPTERS 1-9; THE TEMPLE BUILT, FURNISHED, 
AND DEDICATED, (971-931 BC).
**Solomon achieved great wealth, wisdom, and fame.

**He was mighty in spiritual and political matters, and in architecture and literature.

**His reign brought in Israel’s Golden Age of peace, prosperity, and Temple worship.

**The Kingdom was united and its boundaries extended to their greatest point.

**In keeping with the purpose of CHRONICLES, six of these first nine Chapters are concerned with the construction, furnishing, and dedication of the Temple.

A.SOLOMON’S MAGNIFICENT TEMPLE -- CHAPTERS 1-5.

1.Chapter 1, Solomon’s early establishment: He prayed for wisdom and knowledge; He was given both of them, plus riches and honor; He imported horses, chariots, silver, gold and linen.

2.Chapter 2, Preparation to build the Temple; David had wanted to build the Temple, but was forbidden to do so -- Perhaps it was because Israel was to win other nations to God, and a man of war would not appeal to them.

3.Chapter 3, The building was begun; Materials and dimensions are here listed.

4.Chapter 4, Details about the construction and furniture; Much of it overlaid with pure gold (precious metals and jewels, plus fine wood, raised the price of the building materials to something like 
five billion U.S. dollars).

5.Chapter 5, The ark was brought into the Temple; Sacrifice was made; God’s glory filled the house.

B.SOLOMON’S WORSHIP AND WORKS -- CHAPTERS 6-9.

1.Chapter 6, Solomon’s great sermon and prayer as the Temple was dedicated.

2.Chapter 7, Divine acceptance of the Temple; Sacrifice and rejoicing by the people; God’s appearance to Solomon with promise and warning, cf Verse 14.

3.Chapter 8, Solomon built cities, offered sacrifices, and brought the Temple to perfection, Verse 16; Solomon’s wealth and fame increased to his great glory.

4.Chapter 9, The Queen of Sheba visited Solomon, Verses 1-6; Solomon’s riches and wisdom continued to increase, Verse 22; Solomon died, and Rehoboam reigned, Verses 30-31.

2.JUDAH’S DECLINE AND CAPTIVITY -- CHAPTERS 
10-36; THE TEMPLE DESECRATED AND DESTROYED, 
(393 YEARS, 931-538 BC).

**This is the history of the Southern Kingdom from Solomon’s death to the Babylonian Captivity.

**These events mostly were in Judah, then in Babylonia.

**The glory ended: The Nation soon divided, and both Kingdoms began a downward spiral that could be delayed only by reforms, 
but it could not be stopped.

**The BOOK ignores the Northern Kingdom (they had nothing to do with the Temple); A priestly view of Judah’s kings is given.

**Eight good kings and twelve evil ones are examined in the light 
of their relationship to the Temple as the center of worship and spiritual strength.

A.REBELLION AGAINST REHOBOAM -- CHAPTERS 10-12.

1.Chapter 10, Rehoboam foolishly took the advice of young men instead of older and wiser men, and made life harder for the people, Verses 13-14; Israel, under Jeroboam, rebelled, 
Verses 16, 19; And then there were two Kingdoms.

2.Chapter 11, A prophet of God stopped Rehoboam from going to war against Israel; Rehoboam built cities and fortified them; Jeroboam rejected the worship of God and set up idolatry in Israel; Many from Israel fled to Judah to worship the true God; Rehoboam married many wives.

3.Chapter 12, Judah turned from God, Verse 1; God allowed King Shishak of Egypt to defeat Judah and take the Temple treasures; Rehoboam humbled himself, and the wrath of God turned from him; There were wars between Rehoboam and Jeroboam; Rehoboam died after a 17-year reign; his son Abijah reigned.

B.REIGNS OF ABIJAH AND ASA -- CHAPTERS 13-16.

1.Chapter 13, There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam, Verses 16-18; Abijah captured some of the Northern cities; Jeroboam died; Abijah married fourteen wives.

2.Chapter 14, Abijah died, Asa reigned as a good king, Verses 1-5; Asa was attacked by Zerah the Ethiopian, Verses 11-12.

3.Chapter 15, Azariah warned Asa about idolatry; The people made a covenant to serve God, Verse 15; Asa removed his mother from being a queen because she was an idolater; Asa continued a prosperous and peaceful reign.

4.Chapter 16, Asa called upon the king of Syria to defend Judah against Israel; Hanani the seer rebuked Asa for not trusting God as he did against the Ethiopians, Verses 9-10; Asa was diseased in his feet and died.

C.REFORM UNDER JEHOSHAPHAT -- CHAPTERS 17-20.

1.Chapter 17, Jehoshaphat reigned and was strong against Israel.  He walked in God’s commandments, Verse 5; And sent out Levites to teach the people, Verse 9; He was a great king, 
Verses 12-13.

2.Chapter 18, Jehoshaphat made an alliance with Ahab king of Israel to war against the Syrians; Ahab’s prophets lied; Micaiah foretold defeat for Ahab; Ahab had Micaiah imprisoned (Compare Verse 7 with Gal 4:16); Ahab died in the battle.

3.Chapter 19, Jehoshaphat was rebuked by Jehu for the alliance with Ahab; Jehoshaphat insisted that all the people of Judah must fear and serve God.

4.Chapter 20, Jehoshaphat’s prayer for deliverance from Judah’s enemies; God won the battle against the Moabites and Ammonites; Jehoshaphat made a business alliance with the king of Israel, and the venture failed.

D.REIGNS OF JEHORAM TO AMAZIAH -- CHAPTERS 21-25.

1.Chapter 21, Jehoshaphat died, Jehoram reigned; Jehoram killed his brothers, married an evil woman, and was a wicked king; He led Judah into immorality; He was warned by Elijah the prophet of a coming plague on the land and a serious illness of Jehoram; Jehoram died, Verse 20.

2.Chapter 22, Ahaziah reigned and was very evil; He was slain, and Athaliah his mother (worshipper of Baal) reigned after executing the royal seed (except Joash, who was hidden).

3.Chapter 23, Jehoiada the priest mobilized the people against Athaliah; Joash was made king and Athaliah was slain.

4.Chapter 24, Joash was a good king as long as Jehoiada lived; The Temple was repaired and sacrifices were offered; Jehoiada died, and immediately Joash turned to idols; Joash had Jehoiada’s son executed; Syria defeated Judah; Joash was murdered by his servants and Amaziah.

5.Chapter 25, Amaziah started in the right direction, but without conviction, Verse 2; There was war between Judah and Israel; Judah was defeated; A conspiracy was made against Amaziah and he was slain.

E.REIGNS OF UZZIAH TO AHAZ -- CHAPTERS 26-28.

1.Chapter 26, Uzziah was made king and reigned 52 years; He sought God, and God prospered him; Uzziah advanced agriculture and built a great and well-equipped army; He 
became arrogant and went into the Temple to burn incense (which was a function of the priests only), and God smote him with leprosy; Uzziah died, and Jotham reigned.

2.Chapter 27, Jotham did right in God’s sight; He built up the Nation, And defeated the Ammonites, Verse 6; Jotham died and Ahaz reigned.

3.Chapter 28, Ahaz worshipped Baal and sacrificed his own children; He was defeated by both Syria and Israel; Ahaz finally became so idolatrous and vile that he desecrated the Temple, Verses 24-25; It was during the reign of Ahaz over Judah that Israel’s history ended with Assyrian Captivity; Ahaz died, and Hezekiah reigned.

F.REFORM UNDER HEZEKIAH -- CHAPTERS 29-32.

1.Chapter 29, Hezekiah repaired the Temple, and turned the people back to God; He re-instituted sacrifice and worship, Verses 35-36.

2.Chapter 30, Hezekiah invited all Judah and Israel to come to Jerusalem to keep the Passover; Preparation was made, and the Passover was observed, Verses 25-26.

3.Chapter 31, Reform continued under Hezekiah, as idols were destroyed, and priests and Levites were appointed to serve; The people were taught to give, and to be holy, Verses 20-21.

4.Chapter 32, Sennacherib king of Assyria invaded Judah; Hezekiah prepared for war, Verses 7-8; Sennacherib cried out against Hezekiah and God; Hezekiah and Isaiah prayed, and God sent an angel to defeat the Assyrians; This brought Hezekiah great prestige and power, Verse 23; Hezekiah increased in riches and honor; Hezekiah died, and Manasseh reigned.

G.REIGNS OF JUDAH’S LAST KINGS -- CHAPTERS 33-36.

1.Chapter 33, Manasseh began a wicked 55-year reign, Verses 2,9; In the last part of his life he repented and turned back to God; Manasseh died, and Amon reigned as a wicked idolater; Amon died and Josiah reigned.

2.Chapter 34, Josiah was the last good king, Verse 2; The Book of the Law was found, and Josiah ordered that it be obeyed by all Judah; Huldah the prophetess told Josiah he would die in peace and would not see the punishment God was going to bring upon Judah for her sins.

3.Chapter 35, Josiah ordered the nation to keep the Passover, Verse 18; Josiah fought against Necho the king of Egypt, and died in the battle; Jeremiah lamented for Josiah.

4.Chapter 36, Jehoahaz reigned 3 months and was deposed by Pharaoh and taken to Egypt; Pharaoh placed Jehoiakim on the throne; Jehoiakim was taken captive to Babylon, and Jehoiachin reigned; Jehoiachin also was captured by Nebuchadnezzar and taken to Babylon; Zekekiah was the last king, and the end had come for Judah, Verses 15-20a; Then, after 70 years of captivity, Cyrus king of Persia made a proclamation that the Jews were to end their exile by going back to Jerusalem to build a house for God.

**SECOND CHRONICLES IN SIX WORDS:

Reign Of Solomon; Ruin Of Judah.

**CONTRIBUTION OF THE BOOK OF SECOND CHRONICLES TO THE BIBLE: 

1.The BOOK focuses on the period from the death of David to the captivity of Judah, and gives the Divine view of twenty-one kings and one queen.

2.Tells of the building, furnishing, dedicating, declining, and destruction of the Temple (its construction, consecration, corruption, and conflagration).

3.See parallel passages with Samuel, Kings, and Isaiah in EXPLORE THE BOOK, J. Sidlow Baxter, pages 187-188. 

**CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF SECOND CHRONICLES:

1.The Throne of David was destroyed, but the line of David remained; That Royal Line remained clear and unbroken through the genealogies of Mt 1 and Lk 3 to Christ.

2.The Temple points to Christ and the church.

3.Christ (in Heaven) now replaces the Temple - Rev 21:22.

**CONCLUSION:

1.Recurring themes in the MONARCHICAL BOOKS: Need for revelation; Submission to God’s authority; Danger of rebellion; Danger of neglect; Spiritual prosperity is granted to the faithful.

2.Thus we have taken the backward glance over the history of Judah; If you want a forward glance of glory to come under the Messiah, and to see the end of the Old Testament, read the Book of Malachi.

3.Do you follow “THE KING”? - Jn 8:12; Lk 9:23; Gal 3:27.

