THE BOOK OF FIRST SAMUEL

INTRODUCTION:

1.We have studied the three Theocratic Books: JOSHUA, JUDGES, and RUTH; Now we come to the first of the six Monarchical Books    (1 SAMUEL and 2 SAMUEL, 1 KINGS and 2 KINGS, 1 CHRONI-CLES and 2 CHRONICLES), which trace the history of Israel’s monarchy from its beginning to its destruction. 

2.NAME: SAMUEL (The most important character between the time of Moses and the time of David).

3.AUTHOR: The author is unknown; Perhaps it was Samuel himself.

4.DATE: It may have been written about 900 BC.

5.The Book covers approximately one hundred years from the birth of SAMUEL (the last Judge) to the death of SAUL (the first King).

6.It tells of the last two Judges (ELI and SAMUEL) and the first two Kings (SAUL and DAVID).

7.SUMMARY: FIRST SAMUEL tells of the transition from the Judges to the Monarchy.

a.The people asked for a king; Saul was anointed, and began his reign well, but soon degenerated.  

b.David was anointed as God’s King-elect, and was pursued by jealous Saul until Saul’s death.

8.The Book is made up of three overlapping divisions which cover the interwoven lives of three men: SAMUEL, SAUL, and DAVID.

1.CHAPTERS 1-8 - CENTRAL FIGURE IS SAMUEL: PROPHET - PRIEST - JUDGE - ANOINTER. 
A.SAMUEL’S BIRTH AND YOUTH -- CHAPTERS 1-2.

1.Chapter 1, The vow of Hannah, and the birth of her son Samuel.

a.This Book begins in the days of Eli, the Judge-Priest of Israel.

b.Samuel was born in answer to the prayer of childless Hannah, Verse 11.

c.Samuel was brought to Eli when he was about 2 or 3 years old; He grew up in Eli’s household, Verses 24-28.

d.After Eli’s death, Samuel would become the Nation’s spiritual and civil leader.

2.Chapter 2, Hannah, Samuel, and the wicked sons of Eli.

a.Hannah’s prophetic prayer: God will bless His people and destroy His enemies, Verses1-10; NOTE: First use in the Bible of the word “anointed” (“MESSIAH”) - Verse 10.

b.Samuel ministered in the tabernacle even as a child, Verses 11b, 26.

c.The wicked sons of Eli, Verses 12, 17, 22-24. 

d.A prophet’s warning to Eli about his sons, Verses 27-36, cf Verses 34-35.

1)Parents of all generations should be students of this great Book -- Learn that our personal beliefs, values, and char-acter will NOT automatically be passed to our children.

2)It is constant example and training in godliness, not heredity, that builds faith and character in the next generation.

3)Those who allow their children to be evil, without trying to restrain and punish them, involve themselves in the guilt of the children (Parents should stand for right; Teach the children; Then just remember Rom 14:12).

4)Samuel grew up in the company of Eli’s worthless sons, BUT HE WAS FAITHFUL, Verse 26 (Don’t ever blame our wrong lives or any specific personal sin on our environment, or on other people -- Anyone can be faithful who wants to be faithful).

B.SAMUEL’S CALL AND HIS OFFICE -- CHAPTER 3.

1.In this Chapter, Samuel became God’s Prophet-Priest.

a.Qualities that made him great were indicated even in his early childhood, Verses 1,  9-10.

b.Others had prophesied, but there had been no organized prophetic office - cf Ac 3:24; 13:20.

c.Even during his training, he came to be recognized by the Nation as a Prophet of God - Verses 19-20.

2.Eli’s house was headed for doom, Verses 11-13.

C.SAMUEL’S TIMES AND HIS ACTS -- CHAPTERS 4-7.

1.Chapter 4, The ark of the covenant of God was captured by the Philistines.

a.The corruption of Eli’s sons led to Israel’s defeat and the loss of God’s “Throne” (the ark of the Covenant), Verses 3, 10-11.

b.The news brought the death of Eli, Verses 17-18.

c.Eli’s grandchild was named ICHABOD (“NO GLORY”); The glory of God then was gone from the tabernacle, Verses 18-22.

2.Chapter 5, The ark of God was a curse to the Philistines, Verse 11.

3.Chapter 6, After seven months the Philistines sent the ark back to Israel.

4.Chapter 7, The revival and Victory at Mizpeh.

a.Samuel led Israel in victory over the Philistines, Verses 3,10. 

b.Samuel raised a STONE OF HELP (this is the meaning of “Ebenezer”), Verse 12.

c.Samuel became an annual circuit Judge among the people of God - Verses 15-17.

D.SAMUEL’S SADNESS -- CHAPTER 8.

1.Here Israel rejected God’s direct rule, and demanded a king.

a.Samuel was old; His sons were dishonest Judges; The people wanted a military leader, Verses 1-5.

b.Samuel’s reaction to the request, Verse 6.

2.This was the way of human wisdom, not faith in God; And it involved a practical rejection of God, Verse 7.

3.Samuel protested and tried to dissuade the people, Verses 10-18.

4.Refusing to obey, they demanded a king, Verses 19-20. 

5.God told Samuel to hearken to their voice, Verse 22a.

a.Remember that any king they had was to come from the Tribe of Judah as the Royal Tribe - Gen 49:10.

b.Moses gave principles regarding kings - Deu 17:14-20; Note Verse 15.

6.Israel took the lower level by refusing God’s best, and settling for man’s wisdom, which SEEMED best to the unspiritual people (See Jer 10:23).

7.They thought their being like other nations would solve their problems; They soon learned that then they had even greater problems.

LESSON: Our Troubles Always Increase When We Choose Less Than God’s Best: 

God has His best things for the few

  Who dare to stand the test;

God has His second choice for those

  Who will not take His best.

It is not always open ill

  That risks the promised rest;

The better often is the foe

  That keeps us from the best.

And others make the highest choice,

  But when by trials pressed,

They shrink, they yield, they shun the cross,

  And so they lose the best.

2.CHAPTERS 9-15 - CENTRAL FIGURE IS SAUL: A MAN AFTER MAN’S HEART.
A.SAUL’S APPOINTMENT AS KING -- CHAPTERS 9-10.

1.Chapter 9, Saul was selected to be the first King, Verses 2, 17, 27.

2.Chapter 10, Saul was anointed, and proclaimed to be the King, Verses 1, 10, 19, 24.

B.SAUL’S PROMISING BEGINNING -- CHAPTERS 11-12.

1.Chapter 11, Saul’s victory over the Ammonites; The people made Saul their King, Verses 1a, 11, 13, 15.

2.Chapter 12, Samuel’s exhortation; It was confirmed by a storm.

a.In his final address to the Nation, Samuel spoke of their sin; He warned them not to forget God, he then called upon God for a miraculous storm to impress the Nation with their wicked-ness in demanding a King, Verses 1, 7, 12, 14-17, 23-25.

b.This caused the people to fear God, at least for that moment, Verse 19.

C.SAUL’S LATER FOOLISHNESS AND SIN -- CHAPTERS 13-15.

1.Chapter 13, Saul’s FIRST mistake.

a.The Philistines were about to attack; Saul was to wait for Samuel; However, in his impatience he offered sacrifice, which was the exclusive right and function of the Priests, not the King, Verses 5-12.

b.Because of this disobedience God rejected him, Verses 13-14.

2.Chapter 14, Saul’s SECOND mistake.

a.Unknown to Saul, God used Jonathan to confuse the Philis-tines, Verses 1-16 (This requires study in order to grasp the details; Compare various commentaries you may have).

b.Saul called the priest to seek God’s guidance, but was too impatient to wait for the full answer, Verses 18-20.

c.Israel, under Jonathan (son of Saul), won a great victory over the Philistines, Verses 21-23.

d.Saul gave the order that no one was to eat that day, Verse 24.

e.Hence, his men were entirely too weak to follow up the victory, Verses 30-31.

f.Then they sinned by eating flesh with the blood not drained, Verse 32.

g.Jonathan ate, not knowing Saul’s order; Saul ordered his death; The people rescued him, Verses 27, 43-45.

3.Chapter 15, Saul’s THIRD mistake.

a.Saul was guilty of deliberate disobedience; He blamed others, and made false pretense, Verses 1-3, 9-11, 13, 15, 17-26, 29.

b.Partial obedience spells disobedience; Either one fully yields to God’s will, or else that one simply does not obey Him.

c.Summary of Saul’s rejection, Verses 23,28,35.

3.CHAPTERS 16-31 - CENTRAL FIGURE IS DAVID: A MAN AFTER GOD’S HEART.

A.DAVID’S ANOINTING BY SAUL -- 1Sa 16:1-13.

1.Here is the beginning of Saul’s decline, and the beginning of the rise of David.

2.God’s choice of David as the King-elect, Verses 1-3.

3.God’s standard for the King was vastly different from the standard of the people, Verses 6-7.

4.DAVID is one of the three great names in Old Testament history: ABRAHAM was the Founder of the Hebrews; MOSES was the Law-Giver; DAVID was the Great King (He brought the Nation to power and prosperity), Verses 11-13.

5.DAVID was of the Tribe of Judah, was the son of Jesse, and the great-grandson of Ruth and Boaz - Ruth 4:21-22.

B.DAVID’S SERVICE BEFORE SAUL -- 1Sa 16:14 - 20:42.

1.The Spirit departed from Saul; After that his decline was steep indeed, 16:14.

2.David, an accomplished musician, was called to the King’s court to comfort him, 16:17-18, 21.

3.Chapter 17, David and Goliath.

a.The nine-foot giant defied Israel, Verses 4, 10, 24.

b.David, with faith and a sling, defeated Goliath, Verses 25-26, 32-51.

c.David brought the giant’s head to King Saul, Verses 57-58.

4.Chapter 18, The friendship and love of Jonathan and David.

a.Jonathan, heir to the throne, made a covenant with David, Verses 1-4.

b.Saul became jealous of David; Jealousy turned to hatred, and Saul tried to kill David with a javelin, Verses 5-12.

c.Saul gave his daughter, Michal, to be David’s wife, but Saul was afraid of David, Verses 14-16, 20-21, 28-29.

5.Chapter 19, Saul pursued David with murderous hatred.

a.Jonathan protected David; He also protected Michal and Samuel, Verses 1-3, 6, 8-10, 12.

b.Saul continued to pursue David, Verses 18-20a.

6.Chapter 20, Jonathan further protected David.

a.David noted his precarious predicament to Jonathan, Verse 3.

b.The covenant of true friendship, Verses 16-17, 23.

c.Jonathan made a plan to send David a message by using three arrows, Verses 18-22.

d.Saul, angry at Jonathan, threw a spear at him, Verses 24-34.

e.The parting of Jonathan and David, Verses 41-42.

C.DAVID’S YEARS AS A FUGITIVE -- CHAPTERS 21-30.

1.Chapter 21, David fled to Ahimelech, the Priest, Verses 1-2.

a.He ate the showbread, Verses 3, 6; cf Mt 12:1-8.

b.He took the sword of Goliath for a weapon, Verses 9-10.

c.He fled to the king of Gath and feigned insanity in order to find protection, Verses 10-15.

d.It was during these days of danger, that as a fugitive he wrote many Psalms - cf Psa 22:1-3, 11-19.

2.Chapter 22, David fled to the cave of Adullam.

a.Four hundred men gathered around David and he became their captain, Verses 1-2.

b.Angry Saul became angrier, Verses 6-8.

c.A spy told Saul of Ahimelech’s helping David, Verses 9-10.

d.Saul had 85 priests killed, with all their families, Verses 16, 18-19.

3.Chapter 23, The wandering of David in warfare, in danger, and in suffering, Verses 2, 5, 7-8, 12, 14, 16, 25.

4.Chapter 24, Saul continued to pursue David.

a.Saul was trapped in a cave, but David refused to take the throne from him by murdering him, Verses 1-15.

b.Saul admitted to being a fool, but he kept right on being one, Verses 16-22.

c.David was being trained in the school of adversity.

5.Chapter 25, The Death of Samuel; The Marriages of David.

a.THE END of the life of a great man, Verse 1.

b.This is an interesting story of David’s encounter (at a distance) with Nabal (The name means “Fool”), Verses 3, 14, 17-18, 25, 27-28, 32-33, 37-39.

c.Being defrauded of his rightful wife, David went into the error of polygamy, Verses 42-44.

6.Chapter 26, This was David’s second opportunity to kill Saul.

a.David rejected the suggestion of Abishai, Verses 2, 7-9.

b.We must never use wrong means in order to work out God’s plans for Him - Verses 10-11.

c.Again Saul admitted his error, but he soon showed that he was not sincere, Verses 13-18, 21, 25.

7.Chapter 27, David fled to the Philistines for protection.

a.He was assured he would be King, yet he thought he would perish - Verse 1.

b.King Achish gave David the city of Ziklag, Verses 5-7.

c.David made a raid on the Philistines and told Achish he was making raids on Israel, Verses 8, 10, 12.

8.Chapter 28, Saul consulted with a witch.

a.David was among Israel’s enemies, Verses 1-3. 

b.Israel had been forbidden to go to spiritists and mediums - Deu 18:9-12.

c.We are not certain if this was real, or just a trick, Verses 7-8, 11-14.

1)If it was real, then God allowed a display of Satanic power.

2)Notice THE WOMAN SAW SAMUEL, Verse 12; And SAMUEL SPOKE, Verses 15-16.

d.Samuel’s message (?) brought fear to Saul, Verses 15-20.

9.Chapter 29, The Philistine princes did not trust David; He was excused by King Achish from fighting with the Philistines against Israel.

10.Chapter 30, The matter of the City of Ziklag.

a.The Amalekites made a raid against Ziklag, burned it, and captured the women and children, Verses 3-6.

b.David went after them; He recovered people and possessions, Verse 19.

D.DEATH OF SAUL -- CHAPTER 31.

1.Saul and his sons died in battle, Verses 1-6, 9-10.

2.Valiant men buried them, and fasted, Verses 11-13. 

3.Saul had descended from greatness to witchcraft and finally to suicide.

**CONTRIBUTION OF BOOK OF FIRST SAMUEL TO THE BIBLE:

1.FIRST SAMUEL is a fast-moving Book and has led us from Israel’s Judges to Israel’s Kings.

2.Along with SECOND SAMUEL, this Book shows the Divine origin of the Throne of David.

3.David’s central role in Old Testament history and in the 
Messianic line will become more apparent in the Book of 
Second Samuel.

4.FIRST SAMUEL gives a spiritual perspective on three very different personalities whose lives were tightly interwoven: SAMUEL -- SAUL -- DAVID.
**CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF FIRST SAMUEL:

1.First Book in Bible to use the word MESSIAH (“Anointed”) - 2:10.

2.It has the first reference to a priesthood that would last forever - 2:31-35; cf Heb 7:17, 21.

3.DAVID -- In his birth at Bethlehem, his sufferings, his conquering of the enemy, his kingdom, and perhaps in some other ways -- We see pictures the KING OF KINGS - Rom 1:3-4; Rev 22:16. 

**FIRST SAMUEL IN THREE WORDS:

Samuel -- Saul -- David. 

**FIRST SAMUEL IN FIFTEEN WORDS:

SAMUEL: Prophet, Priest, Judge, Anointer. 

SAUL: Man After Man’s Heart.

DAVID: Man After God’s Heart.

**GOD SHOWS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE:

1.Reign of a righteous King: David . . . Christ - 1Ti 6:15.

2.Faithful submission of subjects, without reservation - 1Sa 15:22; Lk 6:46; Ac 2:38. 

IS THE SON OF DAVID YOUR KING?

