THE BOOK OF FIRST CHRONICLES

INTRODUCTION:

1.Repetition here is important as the perspective is much different: This is God’s view of David; It is His “Editorial on David.”
2.Books of First and Second Samuel and First and Second Kings give a POLITICAL history; First and Second Chronicles give a RELIGIOUS history -- A view from a different standpoint.

3.This religious history is specifically of the Davidic dynasty.

a.This history OMITS: David’s struggles with Saul; His seven and one-half year reign in Hebron; His various wives; Absalom’s rebellion; And the sin with Bathsheba.

b.It ADDS many details about David’s preparations for the Temple and its worship; Herein lies the Book’s great interest for us -- That is, its spiritual value to us.

c.It is written from a positive perspective that emphasizes God’s Grace and forgiveness; This would encourage the Jews who had just returned from Exile in Babylonia.

4.AUTHOR: Jewish tradition says EZRA.

5.DATE: FIRST and SECOND Chronicles may have been the last Old Testament Books written; Certainly they were written late (after the Return from Exile) -- About 430 BC.

a.Chapters 1-9 (Genealogies) cover the time from Adam to the Return;  Chapters 10-29 focus on the thirty-three year rule of David over the United Kingdom (1004-971 BC); This would impress the Israelites with their spiritual heritage.

b.They show God at work in preserving a people for Himself from the beginning of human history to the Return from Babylonia.

c.The emphasis is on Judah and Benjamin; The Book is not concerned with the Northern Kingdom.

6.Solomon’s Temple had been destroyed in 586 BC (156 years had passed since that occasion).

a.The Temple had been rebuilt; It was being neglected by the people.

b.Religious revival could not happen without the restoration of Temple worship (God must come first in all lasting efforts).

7.This BOOK provides the people with a historical background, and reminds them of their covenant relationship with God.

a.The Throne, founded in a Divine Covenant, was now gone -- This must have been very troubling to thoughtful Jews.

b.They now had a new Temple; They needed to know why their ancestors lost the first one.

1)Their ancestors’ problems were: Apostasy, Idolatry, and Marriage with Gentiles.
2)The people learned the lesson about idolatry well: After the Exile Israel never again worshipped foreign gods.

8.They needed to know that God was still with them.

a.The Davidic throne was gone; The Davidic line was still among them.

b.The glory had departed and they were under Gentile control, but they had a future -- The Messiah was still to come.

1.ROYALTY OF DAVID -- CHAPTERS 1-9: “ANCESTRY” -- 
THOUSANDS OF YEARS.

A.Genealogies of the returned exiles, from the time of Adam, with emphasis on David’s line.

B.This is highly selective, because they needed this background to give them confidence -- These are Israel’s Main Genealogies.

C.CHAPTERS 1-3, ISRAEL’S MAIN GENEALOGIES:

Chapter 1, Adam to Jacob -- The patriarchal line.

Chapter 2, Jacob to David; Sons of Judah.

Chapter 3, Genealogy of David’s royal line.

D.CHAPTERS 4-8, TRIBE GENEALOGIES AND ALLOTMENTS:

Chapter 4, The descendants of Judah and Simeon.

Chapter 5, The line of Reuben, Gad, Half of Manasseh; All taken into Assyrian Captivity because of their sins, Verses 25-26.

Chapter 6, Sons of Levi; Cities of the priests and Levites.

Chapter 7, Sons of Issachar, Benjamin, Naphtali, Manasseh, Ephraim, and Asher.

Chapter 8, Sons of Benjamin; The stock of Saul and Jonathan.

E.CHAPTER 9, POST-EXILE RESETTLEMENT:

1.Note Verses 2-34 -- This passage concerns the resettlement in Judea after the Exile.

2.Thus linking together the post-Exile and pre-Exile periods, 
Verse 2, and Verse 34.

F.Genealogies were sacred and important to Jews, for they knew the Nation carried The Divine Promise reaching to the future.

G.These genealogies are important to us, because we are in that future, and are recipients of the Promise.

H.This preservation of the family tree became especially vital after the Exile, because families had been uprooted, and no doubt many records had been scattered.

2.REIGN OF DAVID -- CHAPTERS 10-29: “HISTORY” -- 
FORTY YEARS.

A.Attention now focuses on King David; About thirty percent of the Books of CHRONICLES is devoted to his work -- especially in Jerusalem, and in relation to the worship of God.

B.Summary: History of the Kingdom (with emphasis on the South) from the death of Saul to the death of David; David’s preparations for the building of the Temple; The arrangement and appointment of the Levites for the Temple services.

C.David’s story begins with his coronation over all Israel after he had already reigned seven and one-half years as King over Judah.

D.FIRST CHRONICLES puts David in a different light from SECOND SAMUEL, in that it stresses his deep spiritual commitment, and his faithfulness to God.

E.CHAPTERS 10-12, THE ANOINTED OF THE LORD:

Chapter 10, Saul’s overthrow and death at the hand of the Philistines, Verses 1-6; Saul’s sin, Verses 13-14.

Chapter 11, David became King over all Israel, Verses 1-3; David took Jerusalem and it became the “City of David,” Verses 4-9; A catalog of David’s mighty men, Verses 10 and following.

Chapter 12, Description of David’s army at Ziklag, Verses 1-22 (Note Verses 1-2, 14-15, 22); Thousands of leaders made David King over all Israel, Verses 23-40 (Note Verses 38-40).

F.CHAPTERS 13-16, THE ARK OF THE LORD:

Chapter 13, David’s attempt to bring the ark to Jerusalem, Verses 2-3.

1.The ark had been captured by the Philistines - 1Sa 4:11; They kept it seven months - 1Sa 6:1.

2.Then it was sent back to Israel, and was at Kirjath-jearim for twenty years - 1Sa 7:2.

3.David now assembled Israel to bring the ark in a grand procession to Jerusalem, Verse 8.

4.Uzzah’s effort to save the ark (and then his death) interrupted the procession - Verses 9, 10, 13; To see why he died, look at these passages: Num 4:15; 1Ch 15:2, 13; cf 2Jn 9.

Chapter 14, The prosperity of David; The defeat of the Philistines, Verses 1-2, 17.

Chapter 15, The ark was brought to Jerusalem in the appointed way; Michal despised David, Verses 2, 12-15, 25-29.

Chapter 16, David’s festival, and psalm of thanksgiving; The ark established in Jerusalem, Verses 1, 7-9, 29, 34, 36, 37 and following Verses.

G.CHAPTERS 17-21, THE COVENANT OF THE LORD:

Chapter 17, David desired to build the Temple, Verse 1; He was denied the right to do so, Verse 4; but God made a covenant to build David a house - Verses 10-14; David’s prayer for his house (his kingly dynasty), Verse 27.

Chapter 18, David won mighty battles, Verse 1 and following; His kingdom was extended and fully established - Verses 13-14.

Chapter 19, David and Joab led in victories against the Ammonites and the Syrians.

Chapter 20, David and Joab defeated Ammon and took the city of Rabbah; There was war with the Philistines, and victory over the Philistines.

Chapter 21, David’s sin in numbering the people, Verses 1-3, 5, 7-8; His choice of punishment (pestilence), Verses 11-14; His prayer, Verse 17; His building of an altar and offering sacrifice, Verse 26.

1.What appears to be a small offense in man’s eyes may be a great sin before God.

2.The census was unauthorized; This may be recorded to teach the consequences of presuming to act in God’s place.

H.CHAPTERS 22-29, THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD:

Chapter 22, Material was prepared for the Temple, Verses 1-5; David instructed Solomon in God’s promises, Verse 13; Princes were charged to assist Solomon, Verse 17.

NOTE: David was forbidden to build the Temple (Verses 7-8), but he laid the plans for it, and devoted a large part of his reign to collecting vast stores of gold and silver, and all kinds of building material -- The total is estimated to be valued at Five Billion U.S. Dollars.

Chapter 23, David growing old, Verse 1; The numbering and ordering of the Levites for their work in the Temple.

1.Levites would not now be needed to carry the tabernacle, so their work was re-specified and re-defined, Verse 26.

2.There were to be doorkeepers, musicians, singers, officers, overseers of the work, Verse 32.

Chapter 24, The division of priests and Levites into 24 courses, for their service in the Temple.

Chapter 25, The divisions of the Temple musicians and singers.

Chapter 26, The divisions of the Temple porters; Appointment of treasurers, officers and judges, Verse 30.

Chapter 27, Courses of the priests; Captains for each month; Princes of the 12 tribes; David’s officers over the kingdom’s business, Verse 1.

Chapter 28, David’s exhortation to Israel and to Solomon concerning building the Temple, Verses 9-10, 19-20.

Chapter 29, Offerings for the Temple, Verses 2-3, 5, 9; David’s final words, Verses 10-20; Solomon was made King, Verses 23-25; David’s death, Verses 26-28.

**CONTRIBUTION OF THE BOOK OF FIRST CHRONICLES TO THE BIBLE:

1.Just as the Second Generation out of Egypt had to be taught (in DEUTERONOMY); So the Returnees from Exile had to be im-pressed with their heritage and their responsibility to the True God.

2.Some repetition of earlier Monarchical Books, but written from a different standpoint -- Some significant differences:

                 SAMUEL AND KINGS                   CHRONICLES

                 1.Political History                            Religious History

                 2.More negative:                             More positive:

                 3.Rebellion and tragedy                  Apostasy, but hope in

                                                                            spite of tragedy

                 4.A message of judgment               A message of hope

                 5.Man’s failings                               God’s faithfulness

                 6.Emphasis on Kingdom,                Emphasis on Temple,

                     and war with enemies                    and worship of God

**CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF FIRST CHRONICLES:

1.David is clearly a portrait of Christ, as we already have seen in earlier Books -- Note FIRST CHRONICLES 29:10-20 and see what his heart was dwelling on as he was about to leave this world for The Eternal Home.

2.The Davidic Covenant of SECOND SAMUEL 7 is found again in FIRST CHRONICLES 17:10-14; Solomon fulfilled the immediate part, but the eternal aspect could only point to the coming Messiah.

3.We can also see the Temple as representative of the church by comparing 1Co 3:16.

**FIRST CHRONICLES IN SIX WORDS:

Royalty Of David; Reign Of David

**APPLICATION:

1.The holy place (Temple) and the holy city (Jerusalem) were to be seen by the Returnees in a special way; True worship was a necessary part of their honoring God.

2.We should be just as much concerned about God’s spiritual house, which is THE CHURCH - 1Ti 3:15; 1Pe 2:5; Jn 4:24; It should be at the center of our very being - Mt 6:33.

4.What am I doing to build it spiritually and numerically?

5.Are you a living stone in the King’s Temple? - Ac 2:38,41,47.

IS THE SON OF DAVID YOUR KING?

